
 
 

  
 

  
 
 
 
 

Under what conditions does collaboration among the institutions in a regime complex occur? I argue that 
the institutional topography of the regime complex carries the answer to this puzzle. Specifically, 
hierarchy and functional differentiation among the component institutions of a complex shape how they 
collaborate with each other. While hierarchy facilitates inter-institutional collaboration, functional 
differentiation has a more nuanced, non-linear effect, with collaboration first increasing in the functional 
similarity of institutions and then decreasing for highly similar institutions. Hierarchy also enhances the 
positive effect of functional similarity on cooperative interactions. I empirically explore my argument using 
the regime complex for the global governance of private security as a case study. Using a unique dataset 
of inter-institutional collaboration among the institutions involved in the regime complex, I trace the 
development of hierarchy, differentiation, and inter-institutional collaboration within the complex 
between 2000 and 2020. To test my theoretical argument, I use statistical analysis on a dataset of directed 
institution-dyads. I find that hierarchy and functional differentiation have shaped the patterns of 
cooperative relations among the institutions involved in the global governance of private security in ways 
predicted by my theory. The paper contributes to scholarship on regime complexity, global governance, 
and private security governance. 
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